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prairies. Water seemed to be rather scarce, having met, during a journey of 
sixty miles into the interior, but four streams : but the natives have assured me 
that at the bottoms of the hills in the midst of the groves there are a good many 
brooks. So far as I have been into the interior I found the country hilly : I 
did not meet with marshy ground but at a single place, and that marsh was 
small. About fifty miles in the interior the prairies become smaller and woods 
take their place. The country through which I passed was thinly populated ; 
the people have generally to stay on or near the Gaboon or Nazareth rivers or 
their tributaries. This want of population would be a drawback to colonization, 
as would also the want of a good harbor. The country near the Nazareth is 
better off in this respect." 



November 24th, 1857. 
Vice President Bridges in the Chair. 

The Committees to whom were referred the following papers, reported 
in favor of publication, viz : 

" Descriptions of some new Reptiles, collected by the U. S. Exploring 
Expedition under the command of Capt. C. Wilkes, U. S. N., by Chas. 
Girard." 

" Notices of new genera and new species of marine and fresh-water 
Fishes, from Western North America, by Chas. Girard." 

" Description of a new species of Cypselus, &c, by C. B. B. Kennerly.'" 

The Committee on Col. Abert's " Description of a Mocking bird, 
supposed to be new," was discharged at its own request. 

Descriptions of some new Eeptiles, collected by the United States Exploring 

Expedition, under the command of Capt. Charles Wilkes, U. S. N. 

Foubth Part. — Including the species of Saurians, exotic to North America. 

BY CHARLES GIRARD, M. D. 

SCINCIDJ3. 

1. Cryptoblephabcb bximios. — Scales disposed upon twenty-four longitudinal 
series, around the middle region of the body. Subcaudal scales equal or sub- 
equal. Back greenish ; two light lines, or streaks, on each side ; beneath 
unicolor. 

Locality. — Feejee islands. 

2. Eopeepis venpstus. — Body and head slender and depressed ; tail subconi- 
cal posteriorly. Forty-three to forty-five longitudinal series of scales. Pre- 
frontal plate lozenge-shaped. External row of preanal scales larger than the 
rest. Back chestnut brown ; a black streak from the eye to the base of the tail, 
margined, superiorly, by a fuliginous line, extending from the supraciliary 
region to the anterior third of the tail, and, inferiorly, by a yellow line from the 
axilla to the groin; lower portion of the flanks yellow, speckled with black. 
Throat whitish ; abdomen light brown, unicolor. 

Locality. — Cape de Verde islands. 

CYOLODINA, (nov. gen.) — Body elongated, slender, subquadrangular, depress- 
ed, covered with large scales, striated under the epidermis. Head small, depress- 
ed, anteriorly obtuse. Nostrils in one plate ; no supranasals ; a pair of parietals. 
Maxillary teeth conical ; palate toothless. Tongue flat, scaly, nicked at the 
extremity. Lower eye-lid scaly. Auricular apertures simple. Limbs four, 
weak, far apart, five fingers and five toes, rather short, subcylindrical anti 
clawed, their inferior aspect transversally plated, smooth ; palms and soles 
coarsely granular or subtubercular. Tail moderate. 
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3. Ctolodina jekva. — Body rather long, protected by twenty-six longitudinal 
series of scales. Snout short. Suborbital chain of plates complete : no labials 
entering into the orbit. Auricular aperture small. Two middle preanal scales 
larger than the rest. Limbs quite small. Golden green, back speckled with 
black ; a dark chesnut or blackish streak along the upper portion of the flanks, 
obsoletely white lined above. Sides speckled with white and black. Under 
surface of head and throat speckled with black ; abdomen light yellowish, 
unicolor. 

Locality. — New Zealand. 

HOMBRONIA, (nov. 'gen.) — Body subtetragonal and depressed, protected by 
moderate and striated scales ; the two preanal ones larger than the rest. Head 
depressed, subtriangular ; two parietal plates; an odd occipital, and two latero- 
occipitals. Nostril in one plate ; no supranasals. Maxillary teeth subconical ; 
palate toothless. Lower eyelid with a transparent disc. Auricular aperture sim- 
ple ; tympanum, rather deeply seated. Limbs weak, far apart; five fingers and 
five toes, unequal, with transverse, carinated plates beneath ; palms and soles 
granular. Tail long, stoutish, subcylindrical, with subequal scales. 

4. Hombbonia umdosa. — Twenty-eight longitudinal series of scales. Rostral 
plate elevated, subconical ; nasals and postfrontals separated. Transparent disc 
of lower eyelid subcentral. Auricular aperture very small. Caudal scales much 
larger than the dorsal and abdominal ones. Tail long. Brown, sides with 
an obsolete, undulating streak of deep chestnut; beneath lighter, unicolor. 

Locality. — New Zealand. 

5. Hombbonia fasoiolabis. — Twenty-six longitudinal series of scales. Rostral 
plate low, hemi-discoid ; nasals wide apart ; postfrontals nearly contiguous- 
Transparent disc of lower eyelid subcentral. Auditive aperture very large. 
Caudal and dorsal scales subequal. Tail very long. Greenish olive; back 
speckled ; upper part of sides with a dark streak ; lower part and belly lineo- 
lated with greyish. 

Locality. — New Zealand. 

OLIGOSOMA, (nov. gen.) — Body subcylindrical, rather short, covered with 
moderate and striated scales ; two middle dorsal series largest. Head subquad- 
rangulo-pyramidal, depressed ; nostrils lateral ; no supranasal plates. Parie- 
tals separated. Palate toothless. Lower eyelid with a transparent disc. Auricu- 
lar aperture subdenticulated in front, or simple ; tympanum more or less sunk. 
Limbs moderately developed ; five fingers and five toes, unequal; palms and soles 
finely granular ; subdigital plates transverse, smooth. Tail long, subcylindrical 
and tapering. 

Mocoa zelandica, Gbay, is the type of this genus, to which also belongs Scincus 
nocltia, of Lesson. 

6. Lipinia vuloania. — Dorsal scales disposed upon thirty longitudinal series- 
Prefrontal plates large, subquadrangular ; postfrontals contiguous ; supraoculars 
quite large ; two slender, vertically elongated lorals. Temporal shields, scale- 
like. Brown, with a lateral darker streak; beneath unicolor. 

Locality. — Caldera on Mindanoo. 

LYGOSOMELLA, (nov. gen.) — Body depressed, elongated, covered with 
moderate and striated scales. Head subquadrangulo-pyramidal, depressed ; 
nostrils lateral ; no supranasal plates ; parietals separated. Palate toothless. 
Lower eyelid with a transparent disc. Auricular aperture denticulated in front ; 
tympanum deeply seated. Limbs small, far apart; five fingers and five toes, 
unequal : palms and soles finely tubercular ; subdigital plates transverse, smooth. 
Tail moderate, subconical and tapering. 

7. Lygosomella ^estuosa. — Body rather long, protected by thirty-six longi- 
tudinal series of scales. Snout elongated ; fifth upper labial entering into the 
orbit. Auricular aperture small, slightly denticulated in front. Preanal scales 
subequal. Olivaceous brown, with a pale streak along the upper portion of the 
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flanks, margined with black. Dorsal region and sides somewhat speckled with 
black and white. Abdomen unicolor; throat and chin speckled with black. 
Locality. — New Zealand. 

EMOA (nov. gen.) — Body elongated, subfusiform, more or less depressed, 
covered with smooth, though substriated scales. Head subquadrangulo-pyra- 
midal ; a pair of supranasal plates ; parietals united into one ; middle occipital 
sometimes combined with the united parietals ; a pair of postoccipitals. Maxil- 
lary teeth rather short and subconical ; palate toothless. Lower eyelid with a 
transparent disc ; auricular aperture denticulated or simple ; tympanum deeply 
seated; limbs well developed ; palms and soles granular; five fingers and five 
toes, compressed, unequal, clawed ; subdigital plates numerous and smooth. 
Tail elongated and tapering. 

8. Emoa nigrita. — Body stoutish, covered with thirty-eight longitudinal series 
of well developed scales. Postfrontal plates not contiguous ; middle occipital 
distinct; auricular aperture moderate ; subcircular and simple; preanal scales 
larger than the rest ; tail subcylindrical, of moderate length ; uniform brownish 
black above ; lighter beneath. 

Locality. — Navigator Islands. 

GEKKOTIDAE. 

9. Gehyra vorax. — Fingers and toes broad and rather short ; dorsal scales 
small and uniform ; abdominal scales subpyramidal in outline ; brown or grey- 
ish brown above, maculated with black ; beneath whitish, dotted with black. 

Localities. — Fejee Islands. 

10. Peropus negleotus. — Eye large; mental shields small and polygonal; 
tail laterally serrated ; above brown with black markings ; beneath unicolor. 

Locality. — Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

11. Daotyloperus insulensis. — Scales along the middle region of the back 
smaller than on the sides ; upper surface of head and tail granular ; four mental 
shields, placed side by side ; greyish brown above ; minutely speckled with 
black ; whitish beneath. 

Locality. — Sandwich Islands. 

12. Doryura vulpeoula. — Head quite depressed and subacute anteriorly. 
Neck swollen. Back covered with minute equal granules, and tail with small 
scales. Four mental shields disposed upon a square, anteriorly contiguous to 
the labial plates. Tail tapering, nearly even laterally. Grey or yellowish 
brown, lighter beneath than above, and occasionally spread over with pale 
dots. 

Locality. — Sandwich Islands. 

13. Hoplodactylub pomarii.— No mental shields, instead of which some 
very small plates. Abdominal scales very small, subcircular or subrhomboid. 
Upper regions of a dark reddish ground over which are arranged longitudinally 
elongated black blotches more or less confluent ; beneath greyish, unicolor. 

Locality. — New Zealand. 

14. Heteronota pelagioa. — Nostrils lateral, situated above the commissure 
between the rostral plate and the first labial. One pair of quadrangular, con- 
tiguous, internasal plates, and a small tubular post nasal. A pair of small men- 
tal shields. Eighteen longitudinal series of tubercles. Brown, maculated above 
with black ; unicolor beneath. 

Localities. — Feejee and Navigator Islands. 

IGUANID.E. 

SACOODEIRA, (nov. gen.)— Cephalic plates rather small, multicarinated. 
Nostrils lateral, placed immediately above the supraciliary crest. Temporal scales 
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carinated and imbricated. Auricular aperture denticulated in front. Sides of the 
neck, pouched, with small exteriorly and small granules within the pouches. 
A vertico-oblique fold in advance of the shoulder. Dorsal scales moderate, 
conspicuously carinated, acuminated, central dorsal series simulating a low 
crest. Abdominal scales smooth and entire. Femoral and preanal pores none. 
Tail broad at the base, compressed and tapering posteriorly. Fingers and toes, 
five, slender, unequal. 

15. Saccodeira ornatissima. — Cephalic plates very small and nearly equal 
sized. Supralabials in one series, slender and smaller than the labials. Tem- 
poral scales quite small. Auricular aperture large. Scales subequal ; dore»l 
and lateral ones sublanceolated and carinated ; abdominal ones posteriorly 
rounded. Posterior aspect of thighs minutely and wholly granular. Greyish 
brown above, with a double series of dark brown, subtriangular spots along the 
dorsal region. Limbs maculated. Upper surface of head blackish ; sides and 
under surface whitish, with small jet black spots. Abdomen dull yellow, uni- 
color. 

Localities. — Obrajillo and Yanga, Peru. 

16. Proototretcs splendidus. — Proclolretus peclinatus, Bell, Zool. Voy. 
Beagle, v, 1843, 18,Plate ix, fig. 2. — Labial plates narrow and long, somewhat 
larger than the supralabials, which are disposed upon two series. Temporal 
scales imbricated. Auricular aperture small. One series of infralabials, nar- 
rower than the lower labials. Three pairs of mental shields. Three pectinated 
crests, one along the dorsal line, and one on each side of the back. Emerald 
green above with five series of chestnut brown, black margined spots. The 
lateral pectinated crests bright yellow. Head transversally streaked with bright 
yellow. Sides and limbs variegated with brown upon a fawn yellow ground. 
Beneath white. 

Locality. — Patagonia. 

RHTTIDODEIEA, (nov.gen.) — Cephalic plates rather well developed or moder- 
ate sized, not imbricated, smooth ; one series of supralabials. Nostrils lateral. 
Temporal scales imbricated, smooth or snbcarinated. Auricular aperture granu- 
lar, tubercular or subdenticulated in front. Sides of the neck folded, granular : 
a vertico-oblique scapular fold. Dorsal scales rhomboid, carinated, acuminated ; 
abdominal scales rhomboid also, smooth, generally entire posteriorly. Thighs 
either wholly granular or provided with a patch of scales near the tail. Colora- 
tion : Longitudinal streaks of various hues with intervening series of spots : 
occasionally, however, transversally banded. 

Observation. — To this genus belong: 1. Proctolretus kingU, Bell; 2. Proete- 
tretus magellanicus, Hombr. & Jaoq. ; 3. P. bibroni, Bell ; 4. P. wiegmannii, Dcm. 
& Bibr. ; 5. Tropidurus nigromaculalus, Wiegm. ; 6 Tropidurus oxycephalus, Wibbm. 

EULAEMUS (nov. gen.). — Cephalic plate moderate sized, else well developed, 
smooth ; one series of supralabials. Nostrils lateral. Temporal scales sub- 
imbricated, subcarinated or smooth. Auricular apertures large, denticulated 
or tubercular in front. Sides of the neck folded and granular; a vertico- 
oblique scapular fold. Dorsal scales moderate, subrhomboid, slightly carinated, 
posteriorly obtuse ; lateral scales rather smaller or subequal ; abdominal scales 
rhomboid or rounded, and entire. Thighs wholly granular, else minutely scaly. 
Coloration : Transverse black or brown spots or bands, generally light margined, 
upon a rather dark ground ; longitudinal streaks obsolete, if at all present. 

Observation. — This genus embraces : 1. Proctotretus tenuis, Dom. & Bibr. ; 2. 
P. darwinii, Bell; 3. P.pictus, Ddm. & Bibr.; 4. P. fitzingerii, Dum. &. Bibr. ; 5. 
P. fitzingerii, Bell. (E. affinis, Grd.) ; 6. P. signifer, Ddm. & Bibr. ; and 1. Lio- 
lamus maculatus, Gray. 

ORTHOLuEMCS(nov. gen.).— Cephalic plates rather small, not imbricated, 
smooth ; three or more series of supralabials. Nostrils superior. Temporal 
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shields smooth, not imbricated. Auricular aperture moderate, simple. Sides 
of the neck ridged or rumpled, granular ; a vertico-oblique fold in advance of 
the shoulder. Dorsal scales small, slightly carinated, posteriorly obtuse ; lateral 
scales a good deal smaller, subgranular. Abdominal scales rhomboid or sub- 
lanceolated, entire or subfimbriated posteriorly. Thighs either wholly granu- 
lar or with a patch of scales near the tail. Coloration : Dark spotted upon a 
light ground, and occasionally speckled also. 

Observation. — Proctotreius maculatus, Dom. & Bibr. ; and P. wiegmannii, Bell, 
(O.fitzroii, Grd.) belong to this genus, together with the following one. 

17. Orthol^emits beaglii. — Proctotreius multimaculalus, Bell, Zool. Voy. 
Beagle, v, 1843, 17, pi. ix, fig. 1. — Head short, depressed, wedge shaped. Snout 
rounded. Three series of supralabials, smaller than the labials. Lower labials 
larger than the upper labials j three series of infralabials. Seven or eight pairs 
of mental shields. Temporal scales small and subconvex. Auricular aperture 
moderate. Dorsal scales smaller than the abdominal ones, which are subrhom- 
boid, rather acuminated and subfimbriated. Upper part of flanks subgranular. 
Posterior aspect of thighs granular with a patch of scales near the tail. Olive 
brown above, maculated with black; a jet black humeral spot; beneath whitish 
yellow, unicelor. 

18. Amphibolubus maculiferus. — A diminutive scaly ridge along the middle 
line of the back. Sides of the hind part of the head spineless. Scales of the 
throat, abdomen and inferior surface of the limbs obsoletely carinated, those of 
the throat not hanging down, sides of the body with some short and erect 
scales. Tail without cross rows of spines above. Yellowish, with transverse 
blackish bands on the back, limbs and tail ; belly and tail beneath unicolor, 
throat and limbs dark speckled. 

Locality. — New South Wales, Australia. 

OREODEIRA (nov. gen.). — Head depressed, rather broad and short, covered 
with small subtuberculous and subimbricated plates. Occipital plate rather 
large. Nostrils lateral, situated within the extension of the supraciliary ridge 
along the snout. Supralabial plates and temporal scales carinated. Tongue 
fleshy, anteriorly notched or bifid. Compressed and cutting teeth on the sides 
of the jaws and subconical incisors anteriorly. Auricular aperture moderate, 
subserrated ; tympanum situated near its surface. A gular and a pectoral 
cross fold ; sides of the neck variously folded or rumpled. Nape with a small 
crest vanishing away along the back. Scales on the back moderate, homogene- 
ous, keeled, disposed upon oblique series ; on the abdomen, small, subequal and 
keeled also ; on the occiput and neck very small, subgranular. Limbs slender and 
elongated, terminated by five fingers and five toes, slender, compressed, unequal, 
clawed. Tail slender, subconical, and tapering. Femoral and preanal pores 
wanting. 

Observation This genus belongs to the group of Phrynocephali, and as far 

as we know, is the only one found in Australia. 

19. Oreodeira gracilipes. — Three complete series of supralabials, smaller 
than the labials ; infralabials constituting likewise three series. Mental shields 
quite small, scarcely distinguishable from the infralabials. Posterior aspect of 
thighs, scaly. Caudal scales conspicuously larger than the dorsal and abdo- 
minal ones. Brownish olive above, anteriorly maculated; beneath yellowish- 
olive ; chin obsoletely spotted. 

Locality. — New South Wales, Australia. 
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Notice upon new Genera and new Species of Karine and Fresh- water Fishes from 
Western North America. 

BY CHARLES GIRARD, M. D. 

I. PERCOIDS AND CATAPHRACTI. 

1. Pomoxis nitidus. — Posterior extremity of maxillary bone corresponding to 
a line intersecting the pupil. Insertion of ventrals situated opposite the inferior 
edge of the base of the pectorals. Anterior spiny ray of anal fin under the 
fourth dorsal one. Posterior margin of caudal fin subconcave. Upper regions 
reddish, spotted and fasciated with brown ; inferior regions silver and golden 

Collected in Houston River, Ky., by E. L. Berthoud, Esq. 

2. Calmurus melanops. — Mouth very large ; gape directed obliquely upwards. 
Posterior extremity of maxillary extending to a vertical line drawn posteriorly 
to the orbit. Eye large. Insertion of ventrals situated opposite the base of the 
pectorals, a little in advance of the origin of the dorsal ; their tips not extend- 
ing to the vent. Scales very large. Ground color reddish brown, with a 
blackish spot upon the centre of each scale. A black patch at the upper and 
posterior margin of the opercle. Soft portion of dorsal and anal fins spotted upon 
their base. 

Inhabits the fresh waters of Texas. 

3. Calliurus diaphanus. — Mouth large : gape oblique upwards. Posterior 
extremity of maxillary extending to a vertical line drawn iu advance of the 
pupil. Eye large. Insertion of ventrals situated posteriorly to the base of 
pectorals, and the origin of the dorsal ; their tips overlapping the vent. Scales 
large. Greyish olive above ; yellowish or whitish beneath. Soft portion of 
dorsal and anal fins provided with a black spot. 

Caught in the Rio Blanco, Texas. 

4. Calliurus formosos. — Mouth large; gape oblique upwards. Posterior 
extremity of maxillary extending to a vertical line passing beyond the middle 
of the pupil. Eye moderate. Insertion of ventrals situated under the base of 
of pectorals and a little posteriorly to the anterior margin of the dorsal ; their 
tips reaching the vent. Scales moderate. Reddish-brown above, spotted with 
black ; greyish beneath. Soft portion of dorsal and anal fins provided with a 
black patch. 

Inhabits the fresh waters of Arkansas, chiefly. 

5. Calliurus microps. — Mouth moderate, gape oblique upwards. Posterior 
extremity of maxillary extending to a vertical line drawn midway between the 
anterior rim of the orbit and the pupil. Eye small. Insertion of ventrals situ- 
ated posteriorly to the base of the pectorals and the origin of the dorsal ; their 
tips not reaching the vent. Scales moderate. Reddish-brown above with 
centre of scales lighter ; greyish beneath. Soft portion of dorsal provided with 
a black patch. 

Collected in the Rio Brazos, Texas. 

6. Calliukus morinos. — Mouth moderate, gape oblique upwards. Posterior 
extremity of maxillary extending to a vertical line drawn inwardly to the ante- 
rior rim of the orbit. Eye moderate. Insertion of ventrals situated posteriorly 
to the base of the pectorals and opposite the origin of the dorsal ; their tips 
reaching the vent. Scales large. Dark blackish brown. Soft portion of dorsal 
fin provided with a black patch. 

From Texas. 

7. Bryttus albclds. — Body subelliptical, rather contracted and deep. Nape 
convex, and snout subcorneal. Posterior extremity of maxillary extending to 
a vertical line drawn anteriorly to the orbit. Insertion of ventrals situated pos- 
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teriorly to the base of the pectorals and the anterior margin of the dorsal ; their 
tips overlapping the vent. Scales rather large. Pale reddish brown, lighter 
beneath than above. Fins greyish olive ; dorsal with a black patch. 
Collected in the Eio Blanco, Texas. 

8. Bryttbs signifee. — Body contracted and deep. Nape convex and snout 
subcorneal. Posterior extremity of maxillary extending to a vertical line drawn 
in advance of the pupil. Insertion of ventrals situated posteriorly to the base 
of the pectorals and the origin of the dorsal ; their tips overlapping the vent. 
Scales moderate. Beddish brown, lighter beneath than above. Dorsal and 
anal fins provided with a black patch. 

Caught in the Bio Medina, Texas. 

9. Brytttts httmilis. — Body subelliptical. Nape convex and snout subcorneal. 
Posterior extremity of maxillary extending beyond the anterior rim of the orbit. 
Insertion of ventrals situated posteriorly to the base of the pectorals and a little 
in advance of the origin of the dorsal ; their tips overlapping the vent. Scales 
large. Beddish brown or dusky, maculated. Fins unicolor ; dorsal sometimes 
blotched. 

Inhabits the fresh waters of Arkansas. 

10. Pomotis LUNA. — Body subcircular when viewed in profile. Head moder- 
ate ; snout subconical. Mouth small ; posterior extremity of maxillary extend- 
ing to a vertical line drawn in advance of the anterior rim of the orbit. Eye 
moderate. Suborbital and suprascapular bones not crenated. Edge of pre- 
opercle very slightly crenated. Opercular flap small. Spinous portion of dorsal 
fin of moderate height and lower than the soft ; its origin being situated op- 
posite the base of the pectorals and consequently in advance of the origin of 
the ventrals. Caudal fin posteriorly emarginated. Tips of ventrals overlapping 
the Tent, but do not reach the anterior margin of the anal fin. Extremities of 
pectorals nearly even with the tips of ventrals. Greenish-brown above, yellow- 
ish beneath ; sides of head with blue and yellow lines. Fins unicolor, vertical 
ones greyish olive, the others yellowish. 

Collected at Fort Snelling, Minnesota. 

11. LuotOPBRCA borea. — Body slender, elongated and subfusiform. Snout 
conical. Mouth deeply cleft ; posterior extremity of maxillary extending to a 
vertical line drawn posteriorly to the orbit. Scales on the cheek and opercle 
not deciduous, larger upon the opercle than upon the cheek. Insertion of ven- 
trals situated posteriori to the base of pectorals, and a little anteriorly to the 
origin of the first dorsal. Posterior margin of caudal fin crescent-shaped. 
Anus placed opposite the anterior margin of the second dorsal fin. Yellowish or 
olivaceous, spotted with black. 

From Fort Sarpi, Nebraska. 

CHIROPSIS. — Body subfusiform, head well developed. Mouth of medium 
size ; slender canine teeth on both jaws ; velvet-like teeth on the front of the 
vomer and along the palatines. Opercle and preopercle without either spines or 
serratures. Cheeks, opercular apparatus, and upper surface of head covered 
with small scales. A supraoculary, arborescent, membranous flap. Gill open- 
ing continuous under the throat. Branchiostegal rays six in number. Two 
dorsal fins, a spinous and an articulated one, occupying most of the dorsal 
region. Insertion of ventrals situated behind the base of the pectorals. Caudal 
fin posteriorly rounded or subtruncated. Scales finely pectinated posteriorly. 
Several lateral lines. 

This genus is to include the species which we have formerly described under 
the names of Chiruspiclus, C. guttatus, and C. constdlalus. 

12. Oligocottus ahalis. — Head subconical. Mouth moderately cleft ; poste- 
rior extremity of maxillary extending to a vertical line drawn across the pos- 
terior rim of the pupil. Preopercular spine moderate. Two acute nasal spines. 
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Dorsal fins contiguous. Origin of anal situated posteriorly to the anterior 
margin of the second dorsal. Dorsal region prickly. Greenish olive, maculated 
and spotted with black. Abdomen whitish, unicolor. 
Collected at Monterey, Cal. 

13. Oligocottus olobiceps. — Head rounded anteriorly. Mouth moderately 
cleft; posterior extremity of maxillary bone extending to a vertical line drawn 
posteriorly to the pupil. Eudimentary spines upon the preopercle. Two acute 
nasal spines. Dorsal fins separated. Origin of anal situated somewhat poste- 
riorly to the anterior margin of the second dorsal fin. Keddish brown, upper 
regions maculated with black ; beneath unicolor and lighter than above. 

From S. Farallones, Cal. 

ZANTOLEPIS. — Upper surface of head spineless. Preopercle spinous. Mouth 
moderate, with its gape horizontal and the jaws subequal. Card-like teeth upon 
the premaxillaries, dentaries, front of vomer, and palatines. Gill openings con- 
tinuous under the throat ; branchiostegals six on either side. Dorsal fins con- 
tiguous ; anterior one larger than the second. Caudal posteriorly subcrescentic. 
Insertion of ventrals situated posteriorly to the base of the pectorals. Dermic 
productions comb-like. 

14. Zaniompis latipinnis. — Three small spines upon the convexity of the 
preopercle. First dorsal much longer than the second, with its anterior two 
rays prolonged beyond the others. Anal fin longer than the soft dorsal and 
provided with three spiny rays. Upper surface and sides of head prickly and 
rough like the surface of the body. Color yellowish-brown ; fins spotted or 
barred with black. 

From Fort Steilacoom, Puget Sound. 

15. Blepsias octoofasoiatus — Posterior extremity of the maxillary bone ex- 
tending to a vertical line drawn across the anterior rim of the pupil. First 
d orsal anteriorly filiform. Extremities of posterior rays of both the dorsal and 
anal, projecting beyond the insertion of the caudal. Anal fin shorter than the 
second dorsal, and not as deep as the the latter is high. Ground color of a 
uniform rusty red. A black band crosses the eye, through the pupil, and ex- 
tends across the cheeks. 

Collected at Fort Steilacoom, Puget Sound. 



Description of a new species of CYPSELUS, collected on the North Western 
Boundary Surrey, Archibald Campbell, Esq., Commissioner. 

BY C. B. R. KENNERLY, M.D. 
Surgeon and Naturalist to the Commission. 
Ctpselcs borealis, Kennerly. 

Tail slightly forked, wings long, extending 11 inch beyond the tail; first 
primary about a line longer than the second. 

Color sooty, approaching to black ; top of head ashy brown, formed by the 
whitish tips of the feathers. In front of the eye a small semicircular space of 
black, over and in front of which is a line of gray ; chin and throat dusky ; tips 
of small feathers on the shoulder grayish, also those of the undertail coverts ; 
eyes black. 

Length 6f inches, extent of wings IT inches, from metacarpal joint to end of 
wing 6f inches, tarsus .54 of an inch. Toes long and slender and armed with 
long, sharp claws. 

"Fouad at Simiahmo Bay, Puget Sound, near the 49th parallel of latitude, 
Washington Territory, July 1857. Male. 

This species is readily distinguished from any heretofore known to inhabit 
North America, by its large size, the form of the tail, and the absence of the 

[November, 
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sharp terminal points of the tail feathers. It has also longer and more slender 
toes. 

A number of these birds were observed for several evenings flying near our 
camp in company with large numbers of Cypselus Vauxii. They kept for the 
greater part near the edge of the forest, and generally flew so high as to be out 
of the reach of shot of any usual size. One specimen was obtained, which is a 
male, in apparently adult plumage, and is described above. 



December 1st, 1857. 
Vice-President Bridges in the Chair. 

A communication was received from M. Belhomrne, Chef du Jardin 
Botanique de Metz, (Moselle,) detailing some investigations made by 
him with reference to a carmine obtained from Monarda didymia, 
and a new alkaloid from Atropa, belladonna, called by him Bella- 
donnine ; which was referred to the Committee on Proceedings. 

A letter was received from E. B. Plympton, dated Providence, R. I., 
Nov. 27th, 1858, announcing the decease of Dr. W. Blanding, late a 
Correspondent of the Society. Mr. Cassin and Dr. Hays remarked on 
Dr. Blanding's devotion to Natural History, and the interests of the 
Academy. 

The following papers were presented : 

Description of several new North American Reptiles, byE. HalloTell, 
M. D. 

Intended for publication in the Proceedings. 

Descriptions of Exotic Genera and Species of the Family Unionidae, 
by Isaac Lea, LL. D. 

Intended for the Journal. 

Which were referred to the Committees, as usual. 

Dr. J. A. Meigs announced the death, at Panama, on the 16th inst., 
of Mr. Geo. R. GliddoD, late a correspondent of the Academy. 

On leave granted, Dr. Leidy offered the following resolutions, which 
were seconded by Mr. W. Parker Foulke : 

Resolved, That the members of the Academy have learned with deep regret 
the death of their late Correspondent, Geo. E. Gliddon, Esq., by whom the sub- 
ject of Egyptian antiquities was first made familiar to the public mind of the 
United States ; through whose services mainly, our late President, Dr. Morton, 
received those indispensable materials for his work on Egyptian Craniology, 
which now enrich the Museum of the Academy ; and whose indefatigable efforts 
were constantly given towards promoting a rapid interchange of information 
between the learned of both hemispheres, upon subjects of leading importance 
in Natural History. 

Resolved, That the members of the Academy desire to bear witness to the 
extraordinary and disinterested zeal manifested by Mr. Gliddon, during the 
period of his personal connection with the labors of this Institution ; and to his 
sincere and ardent pursuit of what appeared to his own judgment as scientific 
truth ; and they also desire to record their appreciation of the kind and friendly 
relations which it was his constant and successful endeavor to maintain with 
them. 

Resolved, That the members of the Academy tender to the beloved wife of 
Mr. Gliddon, his companion and aid in much of his valuable labor, their most 
respectful and hearty sympathy. 

Which were unanimously adopted. 
1857.] 



